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A NEW RAILWAY FOR MIDLOTHIAN, EDINBURGH AND
THE scottish BORDERS

CONNECTIONS
A year down the line…
It’s been just one year since Network Rail and the Scottish Government
agreed a deal to deliver the Borders Railway. In that time progress
has been rapid, with around 1,100 staff on site delivering the project.
North
The progress in the north section is
obvious, ranging from the temporary
diversion of the A720 Edinburgh City
Bypass, the new roads and railway cutting
in Shawfair, the concrete bridge support
structures at Hardengreen roundabout,
repairs to the Lothianbridge Viaduct and
the installation of a new bridge over the
A7 at Gore Glen.
In the early part of 2014 the team will
be opening up the new roads in the
Shawfair area to allow the railway to be
constructed through to the new bridge
which has been created under the
city bypass. City bypass traffic will be
transferred from its temporary alignment
back to the original alignment in April,
before demolishing the temporary
carriageway to make way for the railway.
In addition, a new bridge at Hardengreen
roundabout will be craned into place in
February, requiring some traffic diversions.

Central
The excavation and blasting operations at
Falahill and the road creation at Heriot
and Fountainhall have been the most
obvious changes in the central section.
Approximately 145,000 tonnes of rock from
Falahill has been recycled and is being
used in the construction of the railway.
In the coming months, road users will also
see a change in the road alignment of the
A7 in the Heriot and Fountainhall areas as
improved access roads are completed.
South
The team has made significant progress
at the site of Tweedbank Station as
well as the renovation of a bridge over
the Ryehaugh Water. Work to the two
tunnels on the route is also underway and
significant excavation work is evident at
Winston Road in Galashiels.
During 2014 the team will progress the
construction of the railway through
Galashiels. With a narrow corridor to work
in, the construction programme will be
carefully planned and executed.

Bridging the gap: the new structure at Hardengreen
is making rapid progress, with bridge supports
appearing either side and in the centre of the
roundabout. Two weekend traffic diversions will
be required at the roundabout in February 2014
to allow the bridge deck to be installed.

WINTER 2013

Working in winter
With December fast approaching, Network Rail and its principal contractor
BAM are working hard to ensure that construction can continue on the
Borders Railway despite the challenges that winter conditions bring.
As well as shorter daylight hours and dealing with the winter weather,
the project has had to consider the best methods of working while
dealing with freezing conditions. Project planners have had to ensure
that earthworks can be scaled back as winter sets in. The construction
of 200 bridges and tunnels along the route will be the main focus for
the Borders Railway team over the winter months.
As some heavy plant continues to use local roads, the project has
11 road sweepers in operation to help keep public roads free from
excess mud and debris. Mobile wheel wash facilities will remove
dirt from the wheels of site vehicles prior to them entering the
public road. While this will not eliminate the issue of dirt on
the road altogether, the project anticipates it will help to
reduce it significantly.

Getting ready for winter

Construction on the line will pause over the Christmas
period, with work halting from Friday 20th December,
until Monday 6th January.

Transport Minister meets
driver recruits
Transport Minister Keith Brown visited the Lothianbridge Viaduct
in November to meet the drivers recruited to operate train services
on the Borders Railway.
The trainee drivers, chosen from 2,200 applications, are midway
through the training schedule which will see them operate the first
trains to run from the Scottish Borders in over 45 years.
The successful candidates include a blacksmith, a welder, an airport
postman, a mechanic and a former Lance Corporal in the Armed Forces
and hail from a variety of Scottish Borders towns including Galashiels,
Hawick, Melrose and Selkirk. They will work alongside eight existing ScotRail
drivers on the service.

The Transport Minister with trainee train drivers

These recruits are undertaking an intensive training regime and I am honoured that they could make
the time to come along and help us celebrate the continued progress of this exciting project.
KEITH BROWN MSP, TRANSPORT MINISTER

New bridge over A7 at Gore Glen

Building the Gore Glen bridge

During November there was lots of activity at Gore Glen, with a brand new
railway bridge being installed over the A7 trunk road. The work involved
fifteen substantial pre-cast deck beams and sixteen parapet edge units
being lifted into place by crane. Glass-fibre reinforced concrete panels
were also fitted to form the new structure. The Gore Glen bridge is
one of the largest pieces of new construction on the line.

Sign up to our monthly e-bulletin
Over 3,000 people already get Borders Railway news by email via our monthly bulletin.
This includes the latest announcements, progress reports and photography highlights from
along the route. To sign up, please visit the website at www.bordersrailway.co.uk
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Recycling efforts rock on
The project has stepped up its recycling efforts by ensuring that materials
removed from the blasting operations at Falahill are used to help construct
other parts of the new railway.
Since September this year the project’s construction team has recycled
approximately 145,000 tonnes of rock, which equates to approximately
3,500 tonnes a day.
The materials were broken up for reuse at the project’s dedicated
recycling plant in Falahill. This helped save the project team up to
1,000 separate lorry journeys, which would have been required if
materials were being delivered from elsewhere.
HUGH WARK, Network Rail Project Director, commented:

Recycling plant at Falahill

“The Scottish Borders contains fantastic natural resources and
we are determined to reuse as much of the material elsewhere
on the line as we can. This is next to impossible to do in
areas which have already seen a lot of urban build up, so
we have a real advantage thanks to the location of works.”

Engineering students track
project techniques

Heriot-Watt engineering
students witness construction

Over one hundred students from the School of Engineering and Physical
Sciences at Heriot-Watt University have been given the chance to bring
their studies to life following a tour of the Borders Railway. Their visit
saw first and fifth year students learn about the innovative construction
techniques and state-of-the-art equipment being used to construct the new
line, from Network Rail and BAM engineers. The students also got the chance
to experience Network Rail’s 3D screening suite on the project’s design and
health and safety policy.

Bypass bridge taking shape
Users of the A720 Edinburgh City Bypass will have seen at
first hand the progress of a key bridge on the project. With the
bypass diverted to a temporary dual carriageway to the east
of the Sherrifhall Roundabout, the construction site is clearly
visible to traffic.
Work to the brand new bridge, which will allow the new Borders
Railway to run under the A720, started in earnest this autumn
with a 450-tonne crane hoisting forty-eight 22 tonne wall panels
and twenty-four 66 tonne roof panels into place.
The temporary carriageway is expected to be removed in
spring 2014 when bridge work under the bypass is completed.
HUGH WARK, Network Rail Project Director, said:

“Since traffic transferred to the temporary carriageway in
September the project team has achieved a huge amount
of progress, from removing the original carriageway and
embankment, to hoisting the new bridge structure into place.

Crane near A720 roundabout

“Once the bridge structure is secured, the team will then move onto
waterproofing and backfilling the bridge ahead of preparing for the
reinstatement of the original carriageway alignment.”

Bowled over by Borders’ team support
A team from the Borders Railway has helped out the members of a Midlothian bowling club. Rather than going home after their
shift finished one Saturday, engineers and construction workers cleared out the yard at the back of the Newbattle Bowling Club.
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Happy holidays!

Youngsters from across Midlothian enjoyed a football-tastic October break
from school by taking part in the Scottish FA’s October Holiday Programme.
The football programme is a collaboration between the Borders Railway
project and the SFA to help promote construction site and railway safety
along the route as work gathers pace.

New bridge deck now com
plete at Ryehaugh,
north of Gala

Steel fixers
are working
at various
locations along
the route as
part of the
construction
of reinforced
concrete
structures

The October football camp saw 50 boys attend a tournament at Soccer
City in Mayfield, while 90 primary seven boys from across Midlothian
primaries also attended a football festival in Penicuik. The partnership
between the Borders Railway project and the SFA started in July.
The investment from the railway project will also support new and existing
coaches with the goal of providing a better learning environment for players
across the Scottish Borders and Midlothian.
Mark Henderson, Community Safety Manager, Network Rail, said: “Our
partnership with the SFA will allow us to support budding footballers in areas
along the new line, as well as allow us to inform the next generation about
safety along the route as construction makes headway and we move closer
to an operational railway.”

Tunnel vision
Two tunnels on the line need to be refurbished so they are safe to be used
by the new Borders Railway.
Bearing in mind their age, the tunnels are in relatively good condition.
Only around one tenth of the old brickwork needs to be removed or
replaced. The rest of the bricks are being preserved, and should serve
the line for many years to come.
Construction teams have already started drilling into the 62m Torwoodlee
tunnel. They then pump concrete into the voids behind the brickwork.
This will make sure the brickwork is secure.
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Meanwhile masonry and concrete spraying work in the 200m long Bowshank
tunnel will be completed by Christmas. In the New Year work will start on
the lowering of the tunnel ﬂoor by the small but crucial amount of 400mm.

For more information about what’s
going on in your area, and more regular
updates you can visit our website at
www.bordersrailway.co.uk
Or get in touch using one of the
following methods:

0845 604 4146
info@bordersrailway.co.uk
@BordersRailway

